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INTRODUCTION


On the second missionary journey, Paul and Silas preached the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ wherever they went. In Philippi, they were followed by a demon-possessed slave girl who kept yelling in a loud voice that they were messengers of God. Finally, Paul cast out the demon. The owners saw that they had lost their source of income from her ability to foretell the future. They dragged them to the marketplace and took them before the city officials. They were condemned by the owners and the crowd. Thus, the officials ordered them beaten and imprisoned. Some would say they were victims of circumstance, but it depends upon your viewpoint. Actually, the jailer was a victim of circumstance; so were the city officials who had acted hastily without knowing all of the facts. 
I.
CIRCUMSTANCES AND CHRISTIANS

1.
Circumstances are not the source of a Christian’s joy. 

Though beaten and in pain, Paul and Silas were singing hymns at midnight.
2. Circumstances are not the source of a Christian’s freedom.

Though imprisoned for their faith, they were free to help others.

3. Circumstances do not have to be perfect for a Christian to share the Good News.
In the rubble caused by an earthquake, they felt comfortable telling the prisoners and the jailer about Jesus Christ.

The Child of God should never be a victim of circumstance. Rather, God empowers His children so that they might be the masters of circumstance!
II.
CIRCUMSTANCES AND WORLDLY-MINDED PEOPLE

1. Circumstances are the source of a worldly-minded person’s actions.

The owners of the slave girl act because of what Paul did. The city officials do what the people want them to do, and the jailer does what the officials command him to do. None of them gave much thought to what they were doing!

2. Circumstances are the source of a worldly-minded person’s fears.

The jailer is about to kill himself because he fears the prisoners have escaped and that he and his family will have to bear the punishment for each escapee. 
3.
Circumstances are the source of a worldly-minded person’s reactions. 
Later, the officials themselves come to ask Paul and Silas to excuse their actions.

Worldly-minded people are victims of circumstance because they have no God who empowers them to be masters of circumstance! They may think they control the circumstances around them, but they are truly the victims of circumstance.

CONCLUSION


Worldly-minded people need to see the faithfulness and stability of God’s people in the trying moments of life. When they see us remaining true to God and trusting God regardless of the circumstance, they are attracted to our God in their own trying times. It is during their difficult times that we need to be bearers of the Good News, to bring them hope! When we do, we can expect some positive decisions to be made, just as in verses 31-40 of our text. The jailer becomes a Child of God, as does his entire family. The officials are humbled because of taking inappropriate actions. Yet, they were not abused or cursed by Paul and Silas; rather, they were treated with respect. God’s people must act godly! Do not be a victim of circumstance! Rather, let God carry out Romans 8:28 in your life: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

For the worldly-minded here today, I remind you of the jailer’s question: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” The answer is, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” Do not allow circumstances to dictate your actions, your fears, or your reactions any longer!
